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92 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS; Marcs, 1780.

views. But, gentlemen, if you think: it moft proper to let the prefent tender law remain as it
pow ftands, -be it with you ; we have donc all in our power to ftop the great and acknowledged
evil. Upon the fubjeét of tender we have finally to propofe, that the prefent law fhall be fuf-
pended until the end of next feffion; and the new bills made a tender for their exprefled value by
a law to continue till the end of the fame fefion, by which time we fhall know at what rate they
pafs, and what other ftates have done in confcquence of the refolves of congrels: or if you in-
tline, we will pafs a perpetual a&-,_ that the new bille fhall be a tender in al! cafes for their pafling
value, giving at the fame time a hbcrty to the detftgr to difcharge any debt created before a day
to be agreed between the two houfes, in commodities of the country, at a liberal price. Or if
you think oeft to refer the whole fubj: & of tender to the next feflion, that the aflembly may be
the better ablé to form a juft and equal fyftem, mot operating to the ru'n of the creditor or op-
prefBon of the debtor, ‘'you have it in your power to do it ; though we moft fincerely wifh, this
fubjeét and that of confifcation were now fettled in fuch a manner, as to give fatisfaétion to both
houfes, that we might hercaf.er mect with no object before us likely to create heat and contro-
veify, and that the only conteft between us fhould be, who would be the moft adive and ftre-
nuous for the public gpood. Thus, gentlemen, we have given you our determination, and the
reafons on which it is grounded ; we wifh you to confider them, and the confequences of break-
ing up the fefion without doing what is admitted to be neceflary for the public fervice. We
fecl ourfelves exceedingly burt by the fituation to which you have reduced us: we hope, howe-
ver, our countrymen wil!, as our confciences do, acquit us of blame. The war we are engaged
in is juft and neceflary, and is carried on for the fafety and happinels of America; and yer, by
refufing to comply with the requifition of congrefs, unlefs we will confent to what, in our opi-
nion, is an un.onflitutional tack to your money bill, and were it to pafs into a law might be
moft unjuft and oppeflive, it would feem to a ftranger, that you confidered us as carrying on an
unjuft war for our own aggrandifement, and the confequences of which did not at all affeét you.
This ideca is as foreign trom the truth, as is any fuppofigion, that being interefted in debts for-
merly contralted, we are therefore defirous to opprefs thole who may be in debt, to profit our-
felves ; the imputed motive is difgraceful ; buc factbwill not fupport an application of it to this
houfc by malevolence itfelf, for a majority of the fenate are but little interefted in the colleétion
of old debts. | . _

We hope, whatever you may do with the bill now fent you, that our delegation in congrefs at
leaft will be attended to ; there are now but five members, and we are apprehenfive, if fome ad-
dition is not made, this ftate will frequently be without a reprefentation in the general council,
Inftru@ions to our delegates, upon the condudt to be purfued by them with refpect to the weft-
ern lands and other impoitant fubjeéts, we efteem very neceflary at this jun&ure, and notwith-
ftanding the fefion has lafted fo long, we carneftly with you to continue fome time longer, to
complete the very important and neceffary bufinefs which fill remains to be done, and which, if
left undone, muay involve this ftate in great difficulties, and injure the whole union. But if you

are determined to break up the feflion, and lcave unfinithed thefe impottant matters, we propofe
to adjourn to Monday the sth of June.

By order, | J. MACCUBBIN, clk.
The engrofled bill No. 19, with the paper bills No. 18, 20, 23, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,
29, and 30, were fent to the houfe of delegates by Charles Carrolt of Carrollton, Efg;
The journal of accounts was read and aHented to.
Meflicurs Keene znd Freeland, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the bill,
entitled, An act to prevent fuits being brought or continued by any perfon or perfons refiding in

the Buitith dominions, thus endorfed ; “ By the houfe of delegates, May 16, 1780: Read the
¢ fi.ft and fccond time by efpecial order and will not pafs, |

: ~ - ‘ By order, F. GREEN, clk.”
With the following meflage :
Br 1tux HOUSE or DELEGATES, Mar 16, 1780,
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, ‘ ) )

W E have rejeéted your bill to prevent perfons refiding in the Britith dominions from profe-
cuting or commencing fuits in our courts of juftice during the war. The bill is improper and
unneceflary. By the common law (which the citizens of this ftate are entitled to by the decla-
ration of righrs) all the members of this ftate are its citizens or fubjects, and all not members are
2l ns. A citizen cannot be an alien, and an aliew cannot be a citizen ; whoever is a fubjet is
not an a'icn, and whoever is not a fubjed is an alien. Every perfon muft be one or the other,
Tie civil capacity of citiz=ns or fubje@s is indivifible, and cannot be qualified. Every fubje&

. of Great-B-itain or any other nation is an alien to this {tate. All the fubje&s of Gr-at-Britain

are at this time alicn enemies, and by the common law they cannot fue for or recover debts,
or ary other perfonal property. The plca to any alion by a fubje of the king of Great«Bri-
tain, in enmity with this ftate, will effeQually bar fuch fuit, without the aid of an act of affeme

bly.




